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MESSAGE

Windell L. Rivera

Chair, 47th Annual Scientific Meeting Steering Committee
National Academy of Science and Technology Philippines

Welcome to the 47th Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) of the National Academy of Science and Technology
Philippines. This meeting is the culmination of months of preparation and the convergence of insights
gathered from our three Regional Scientific Meetings conducted across Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.
Through these regional discussions, we explored the theme “Bioscience Innovations: Transforming
Enterprise Ecosystems for Wealth Creation.” We talked about harnessing bioscience innovations not only
for scientific advancement but as practical solutions to issues of food security, environmental degradation,
and community health.

This meeting champions the translation of our research into sustainable enterprises that generate wealth
while preserving our natural heritage and empowering our communities. The bioscience innovations must
move beyond laboratory walls to create real impact in Filipino’s lives. We recognize that true wealth creation
comes not just from economic metrics, but from investing in research and development, and scientific and
technical human capital that build resilient communities with improved quality of life.

We invite each of you to engage deeply in our discussions, create meaningful collaborations, and commit
to translating our insights into action. Through purposeful interdisciplinary collaboration, we aim to develop
actionable resolutions that address our communities’ urgent needs.

The potential solutions to our nation’s challenges are here today. The key to transforming our innovation
processes and how we adopt new technologies lies not in importing foreign models wholesale, but in
developing homegrown innovations rooted in our unique biodiversity and cultural heritage.

Together, let us demonstrate that this meeting is not purely an academic discourse, but a drive for
inclusive development and shared prosperity.

This message is excerpted from the Souvenir Program of the 47th Annual Scientific Meeting
of the National Academy of Science and Technology, Philippines, held in July 2025.
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Windell L. Rivera Dr. Windell L. Rivera is recognized for his significant
wlrivera@up.edu.ph research contributions in Microbiology, particularly in

the field of Protozoology. He established the remarkable
genetic heterogeneity of various protozoans within
taxonomic ranks and species, and pioneered the
development of a diagnostic tool that accurately
differentiates morphologically identical yet genetically
distinct Entamoeba species—specifically, the amebiasis-
causing Entamoeba histolytica and the nonpathogenic
Entamoeba dispar. He also contributed to the
reclassification and rediscription of several protozoan
Copyright species previously grouped by host-specificity, and
© 2025 Rivera WL designed numerous DNA markers for the accurate
diagnosis of medically important protozoans. These
tools are now widely used by laboratories around the
world. Dr. Rivera has received several prestigious honors,
including the NAST-DuPont Talent Search Award (2003),
Outstanding Young Scientist and TOYM in Medical
Science (2006), and Outstanding Microbiologist by the
Philippine Society for Microbiology (2009). He was also
recognized with the NAST-LELEDFI Award in Tropical
Medicine and UP Scientific Productivity Awards (Scientist
I & Il), along with the Achievement Award in Biological
Sciences and Gawad Chancellor sa Natatanging Guro.
He held the Centennial Professorial Chair (2008—2013),
was named UPAA Distinguished Alumnus (2013), and
won CHED’s REPUBLIKA Outstanding Research and
Publication Award in 2014.
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