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MESSAGE
Renato U. Soldum, Jr.

Secretary, Department of Science and Technology

Warmest greetings to the participants of the 47th Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) hosted by the National 
Academy of Science and Technology Philippines (NAST PHL). This year’s theme, “Bioscience Innovations: 
Transforming Enterprise Ecosystems for Wealth Creation,” highlights the sector’s potential to drive progress.

As the country’s lead agency in scientific and technological efforts, the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST) is steadfast in its commitment to leverage science, technology, and innovation (STI) to 
bring solutions and open opportunities that would improve the lives and livelihoods of Filipinos. The DOST 
also strives to ensure that the benefits of scientific progress reach all segments of society, particularly the 
marginalized, where genuine change is most needed.

This year’s ASM underscores the transformative potential of bioscience in shaping enterprise ecosystems, 
driving social innovation, and enabling sustainable development. By connecting scientific breakthroughs 
with community needs, the biosciences can provide relevant, transdisciplinary, and comprehensive 
solutions that promote community resilience, environmental responsibility, and economic progress. Truly, 
this gathering aligns with DOST’s four strategic priorities: promoting human well-being, fostering wealth 
creation, reinforcing wealth protection, and institutionalizing sustainability.

I would also like to extend my gratitude to NAST PHL for its commitment to promoting STI, and to all the 
DOST Regional Offices and Provincial Science and Technology Offices for their successful collaboration with 
NAST PHL in involving regional stakeholders during the scientific meetings conducted in Luzon, Visayas, and 
Mindanao. 

I hope that the 47th ASM will serve as an avenue for the discussion and exchange of valuable insights and 
key recommendations that would foster greater cooperation in integrating STI with enterprise development, 
and unlocking inclusive growth, environmental sustainability, and a shared vision of progress for all Filipinos.

Maraming salamat po!

This message is excerpted from the Souvenir Program of the 47th Annual Scientific Meeting
of the National Academy of Science and Technology, Philippines, held in July 2025.
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Dr. Renato Solidum is a geologist who has served 
in various capacities at the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS) and the 
Department of Science and Technology (DOST). He has a 
BS degree in Geology from UP Diliman and MS and PhD 
degrees in Earth Sciences from the University of Illinois 
at Chicago and Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 
respectively. He was appointed as DOST Secretary 
in 2022. He is the recipient of several awards for his 
contributions to disaster reduction and government 
service such as: The Presidential Lingkod Bayan Award, 
Civil Service Commission; Professional of the Year in the 
Field of Geology, Professional Regulatory Commission; 
and the Presidential Career Executive Service Award, 
Career Executive Service Board. 
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