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Thank you so much! Maraming, maraming salamat sa inyong lahat!

A warm and pleasant morning to all. Magandang umaga po sa inyong
lahat! Despite the rains, the clouds, the floods, the fallen trees and the
brownout, I am truly honored to be the keynote speaker at this 32 Annual
Scientific Mccting of the National Academy of Science and Technology
(NAST). Icould not help butbe overwhelmed by this invitation of NAST for
me to give the keynote address. Indeed, the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) have been very close to my heart every since they were declared in
the year 2000. But first, let me give a tribute and in fact I really want to offer
this lecture to the great scicntific men and women, our estecmed scientists,
who have shaped my life as a scientist and as a medical practitioner.

First and foremost, I would like to pay tribute to my mentor, Professor
Solita Camara-Besa. It goes without saying that National Scientists
Mercedes Concepcion and Gelia Castillo are my best friends in the health
social scicnces. Another professor of mine, National Scicntist Lourdes Cruz,
taught me biochemistry. I would also like to give honor to our National
Scientist, Former Chancellor Dr. Ernesto Domingo. Acd. Emil Javier has
also been my guide along with Acd. Angel Alcala, Acd. Quintin Kintanar,
former Health Secretary Dr. Alberto Romualdez, Acd. Reynaldo Vea, Dr.
Mahar Mangahas who taught me about surveys and statistics, Acd. Dayrit,
and of course, my good friend, Acd. Jaime Montoya, with wuom I work
towards the Philippine National Health Research System. Greetings to all of
you whose names have not been mentioned but have touched my life as a
scientist.

Indeed, it is good that the NAST has chosen the MDGs as this year's
ASM theme. There were close to 190 of the world's leaders who met together
in New York in 2000 and declared that something must be done not only by
the policy makers but also by the scientists, researchers, professionals, and
communities, particularly the poor, to have genuine human development.
We have barely five more ycars until 2015. We are lagging behind in some of
the MDGs.

The first MDG is for cutting in half or more the 1990 level of poverty
and hunger by 2015. The second is education for all, particularly girls and
women. The third is for gender equality and women empowerment. The
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funds. Ithink this is where we should put our heads together so that when we
really think of evidence-based studies we really think also of the financing to
doit. 1think we scientists, policy makers, researchers, teachers and students
who comprise this audience today should cach have a role in advocating that
R&D get the financing it needs. This is the biggest hurdle because this new
government is faced with a larger than Php300 billion budget deficit.
Another Php300 billion is lost to corruption. We are also spending more than
Php900 billion to just pay the interest rates and debts due to the global
community.

MDGs, the Communities and the People

Where are the scientists and researchers? At the start, | am glad that Acd.
Emil Javier reminded all of us what the role of NAST is. Acd. Javier
included the Philippine President and the public in his welcome remarks.
But what we would like to see when it comes to the MDGs is a good review of
the NAST because the government has changed in the last 15 years. We are
now devolved because mayors and governors are now the heads of local
governance. Shall we include here that NAST also dialogue with mayors
and governors, particularly when it comes to the achievement of MDGs?
Thatis a question I pose for these two days of meetings! 1would really like to
see NAST having a face-to-face dialogue with governors and mayors. What
if this hall was full of newly-clected local officials who are the implementers,
the key actors in the MDGs? When we talk to the governors and mayors, it
should not isolate us from talking with the communities and indigenous
peoples, people with disabilities, the marginalized. What about out-of-
school youth? Are we in continuous dialogue with them so they can
understand how scientists can bring them back to literacy and how they can
be helped to become good upright citizens?

The MDGs and the Inequities

I plotted the mother's education against the achievement of children's
immunization. We can see how important mother's high school education is
to their understanding of immunization. This means that even if a mother 1s
an elementary graduate it would be difficult for her to understand the concept
of immunization. Similar plotting was made for the five regions where we
are least likely to achieve the MDGs.
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as scicntists wc abhor this situation. We should like to declare 2015 as the
year when every Filipino family will have access to a sanitary toilet
connected to a septic tank that is regularly dislodged and treated accordingly.
When 1 go to Samar, Cotabato, Zamboanga or even Ifugao, it is inevitable
that you will see people defecating in the open fields.

Challenge 3: We need rescarch translation not only to the President, not
only to the Cabinct, not only to our Congressional Representatives but also to
our mayors and governors. I hope to sec the day when the NAST will
dialogue with 80 mayors or cven at least with the mayors of those 10
provinces listed earlier. If only selective, talk to the mayors of Biliran, of
Antiquc, of Abra, for cxample. Probably, we will be a better nation, five
years from now.

Challenge 4: NS Lourdes Cruz was just telling me that she is working
with indigenous pcople and this is what we would like see other scientists
doing. Iam currently working with the Bilaans of South Cotabato. It was
quite puzzling that the Bilaans who are now affected by the largest mining
investment in the country, the Sagittarius Mining Co. do not know what the
conscquences will be to their community, to their ancestral lands and sacred
places, oncc thc Tampakan or Sagittarius Mincs begin opcrations. The
Bilaans arc not against the mining opcrations, they know they will benefit,
but they are ignorant of the negative and positive effects. 1 was just there a
month ago and will be there again next week to remind the Bilaans. In fact,
the tribal lcader texted me this morning to ask if he and his group can go to
Manila to bring what is happening to their tribc to the attention of policy
makers. Let us create a dialogue with the communities as scientists
particularly those we know will not achicve or probably not even reach the
MDGs. In the matter of funding, I would like to mention Acd. Montoya's
great passion to have the Philippine National Health Research System
financed consistently and sustainably, through an Act of Congress. 1 hope
we will all rally for this to happen.

Challenge 5: Let this body ensure that the new national lcadership will
commit itself to the MDGs. I think for most of us who have been working on
the MDGs, probably the inaugural address of the President on 30 June 2010
was a letdown becausc the MDGs were not even mentioned. This President
is the MDG President as he will be president in 2015, the target year of the
MDGs , when he will report to the global community leaders if we have
achieved the MDGs. The President will deliver a State of the Nation address
in a matter of two weeks and we hope that this body will cnsure that the
MDGs will be mentioned then.
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Thank you very much. Maraming salamat po!

Mabuhay ang National Academy of Science and Technology!



