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slowed down by legal niceties on right-of-way issues and rampant NIMBYism. The 
3rd agency that needs to carry the battle against traffic congestion - MMDA- is unable 
to abandon false solutions (like a retrograde U-Tum scheme and a stale UVVRP). 

Conclusions 

Over three decades, a noticeable shift in the objective function to solve urban 
traffic congestion can be discerned. A comprehensive set of solutions have been laid 
out, but few saw the light of day. Every change in political leadership triggers a new 
game plan, much like Sisyphus in the Greek mythology. 

And yet, there are models to follow in addressing the capital region's traffic 
problems. A neighboring country (Singapore) has shown the world that traffic 
congestion can be licked - through the systematic pursuit of a comprehensive game 
plan, massive investment in public transport infrastructure, complemented by soft 
measures (such as road pricing, high tax on car ownership, and effective land use 
regulations). In Metro Manila, the 'soft' measures are routinely ignored because they 
are not politically palatable. Changing the behavior of motorists, commuters and 
public transport operators is less expensive but more difficult to execute, and it entails 
sustained efforts over a long period of time. Daily commute could be less stressful, if 
only drivers are more civil to each other and obey traffic rules. 

Making public transport more attractive and convenient to commuters would 
require more 'soft' measures than 'hard' infrastructure. Replacing the archaic jeepneys 
with its modem version would be a step in the right direction. Making them behave on 
the streets like an organized bee colony is devoutly to be wished. That, however, is 
something government is unwilling, if not terrified, to do. And in a display of nai"ve 
contradiction, they are pushing for BRT Systems that would necessitate a 
confrontation with the elephant in the room they are most terrified with. 

Yes, the traffic woes of Metro Manila can disappear - but only if the people can 
let go of its "Heritage of Smallness", and liberate itself from decades-old "jeepney 
mentality". It is akin to a bamboo ceiling that has stymied past efforts and blindsided 
a citizenry into accepting traffic jams an inevitable fact of urban living. 
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